Group A streptococcal meningitis: case report and review of the literature.
Group A streptococcus is an uncommon cause of meningitis in children. We report a single case of Group A streptococcus meningitis, in an apparently healthy 6-week-old infant. Twenty-five cases in the English-language literature in the last 25 years and our case are reviewed. The commonest associated illness was otitis media. Of the 25 patients, 24 survived. Antibiotic therapy, which consisted of penicillin in the majority of patients, was effective. Ceftriaxone was an alternative agent. Neurological sequelae were not uncommon. This report emphasizes the fact that Group A streptococcus can cause meningitis in healthy children without apparent recognizable foci of infection.